                                LIBERTY TOWNSHIP ENVIRONMENTAL COMMISSION

 Minutes

Q


       

     Regular Meeting

     December 20, 2007


[image: image1.wmf]Chairman Wooldridge called the meeting to order at 7:11 PM in accordance with the Open Public Meetings Act.

Roll: Present: Phil Wooldridge, Shannon Buckley, Bill VonderHaar, first alternate Frank Joseph, second alternate Lorna Wooldridge   Absent: Beverly Gloumakoff (excused), Tom Webster, Eckhardt Debbert, Doug Hankin (excused)

Approval of Minutes: Mr. Joseph made a motion to approve the minutes of November 15, 2007, seconded by Mr. Wooldridge, all in favor. 

Communications: 
Watershed Ambassador- introduction of new ambassador. Ms. Buckley explained the program and what projects the ambassador could assist with. 

Old Business:  


Green Communities Challenge Grant: Ms. Buckley explained the program for funding through the US Forest Service. If a 5-year forest management plan is developed for the community, once it is approved the town would be covered under the state liability insurance for hazardous trees and grant funds for implementation of the plan would become available. She told what the plan would entail. She volunteered work on the plan at no cost, so the grant funds would not be needed.  A Shade Tree Committee would have to be incorporated into the Environmental Commission’s enabling ordinance.  Mr. VonderHaar made a motion that Ms. Buckley develop the Forest Management Plan for Liberty Township, seconded by Ms. Wooldridge, all in favor with Ms. Buckley abstaining. 


NJ mercury study: Mr. Wooldridge reported he was contacted by a resident concerning the use of a gas powered motor on Mountain Lake and took it upon himself to write to Allied Biological who was hired by the state of NJ to perform mercury testing on bass. He received a reply explaining that the proper authorities had been notified, and other more pressing problems concerning the lake were detailed. A discussion of hydro-raking and weed harvesting followed. 

New Business: 

2008 Projects: 

· Ms. Wooldridge made a motion that the Commission adopt the portions of the Jenny Jump IBBA owned by Liberty Township, seconded by Ms. Buckley, all in favor. 

· Mr. Wooldridge reported that Jenna & Stefano Cramer with the Sierra Club’s Cool Cities Program have offered to come to the April meeting and discuss setting up a group to audit the energy use of the municipality. Grant funding may be available to make improvements. 

· LEAP (Liberty Environmental Awareness Program) into Nature- a presentation in March with the Heirloom Seed Society and the Bug Lady, and an “Earth Day” program during Summer Recreation. 

· Tree planting with the Scouts

· Riparian Buffer Area Cleanup

· Community Day- Watershed Ambassador, Audubon Society, build a bird house kits

· Sponsor a bird walk

· Apply for the Richard Dunlap grant to fund interpretive signs for the lake area


2008 Budget proposal: The budget total from the 2007 appropriation should remain the same amount of $8,130, but the distribution of the line items should be changed, moving $1,100 from professional/outside agencies to education to cover LEAP. Two holdovers will be requested- the printing of the 319h flyers, and the purchases of a printer and digital camera. 

Commissioner reports/Meetings attended: 


Land Use Board: No report  


MLCA & WAG: The Fall newsletter was mailed. 

    
IBBA press event: Committeemen Petersen and Tibak have expressed thanks for the successful event, and the news articles were shared. 

Expenditures: Mr. Joseph made a motion to approve the secretarial fee, seconded by Mr. VonderHaar, all in favor. 

Commissioner and Public Comments: 

Mr. Wooldridge explained how Knowlton Township has requested to be listed as a non-attainment area for federal clean air standards, and felt that this might be something for Liberty to look into.  More information is needed. He also shared two letters he wrote; to the editor of the Warren Reporter commenting on the proposed ethanol plant for the DSM site in White Township, and to Susan Ruch of East Coast Energy Solutions who has made the proposal for an ethanol plant to be built in Warren County. 

Ms. Wooldridge spoke of radon existing in Liberty Township and suggested a presentation on this topic be held in 2009. 

Ditty Bag disbursement: Tabled

Adjournment: 8:41 PM

Respectfully submitted,





Eileen Greason, Secretary
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