
Liberty Township Update 
Summer 2012 

We often find ourselves so busy 
trying to mark items off our “To 
Do” list, that we forget to take a 
moment to acknowledge all we 
have accomplished.  I am taking 
that moment now, to share with 
you some of the things that are 
happening in the Township that 
you might not be aware of. 
 
First, please join me in welcom-
ing Peter Karcher to the Town-
ship Committee. Pete is a self-
employed contractor who has 
served on the Planning Board 
for many years. He is filling the 
seat of Mark Tibak, who served 
on the Committee for more than 
9 years. We wish Mark the best 
in his future endeavors. 
 
I am proud to share that the 
Township’s 2012 municipal 
budget includes no tax increase 
for the 4th consecutive year. 
One of the cost-saving meas-
ures is transferring the construc-
tion department to the state. 
More on that on page 2. 
 
We hope you find this update 
informative. As always, if you 
have any questions, please feel 
free to call the Municipal Build-
ing at 637-4579. The staff is 
very knowledgeable and is ea-
ger to help. 
 

John Inscho 
Mayor 

Plans Progress for Mountain Lake Projects 
 

The landscape of Mountain Lake was change forever last fall, with the 
tragic landslide and subsequent removal of the former Mountain Lake 
Casino. The property on Lewis Lane is now in the process of being sta-
bilized and re-filled, with extensive drainage installed to channel the 
groundwater and avoid another similar disaster. 
 
Plans have been generating for the redevelopment of the Casino site and 
beach area. An open pavilion will be constructed on the building site, 
with extensive green area surrounding it, a pervious walkway and na-
tive vegetation along the water’s edge. On the other side of the parking 
lot,  the existing garage will contain storage and new bathrooms. In the 
beach area, the existing lifeguard stand will be re-worked and the old 
changing room removed. An improved boat launch and dock are 
planned, which includes ADA access.  The western end of the site will 
contain more open lawn space for picnics and a storage rack for canoes 
and kayaks. Many thanks to the Mountain Lake Community Associa-
tion for their contribution toward the boat storage!     
                                                                               (continued on page 2 ) 

This pavilion is similar to what is being planned for the Mtn. Lake  
Casino site. A copy of the completed site plan is available at the Municipal 
Building and on the Township’s website and Facebook page. 



Construction Department  
to be Transferred to State DCA 

 

In the Township’s continued efforts to operate in the most 
cost-effective manner, every department has been reviewed to 
identify potential savings. Due to the Highlands Act and other 
state regulations that the Township has no control over, activ-
ity within the Construction Department has decreased over the 
past several years. Hours of the staff have been reduced, but 
the cost to maintain the department outweighs the amount of 
revenue generated by permits. The department sustains an an-
nual loss of approximately $7,000. To break even, the fees for 
permits would have to increase significantly. 
 
The nature of the department is such that construction officials 
inspect work performed by or on property owned by other 
Township officials. In such cases, outside inspectors need to be 
brought in to avoid a potential conflict of interest. This creates 
an additional expense. 
 
Past proposals to merge services with surrounding municipali-
ties did not offer a cost savings. As such, the Township is plan-
ning to transfer the functions of the department to the state’s 
Department of Community Affairs. 
 
The DCA will operate in the municipal building at least one 
day per week and will make efforts to retain some of the exist-
ing staff.  Residents will also have the increased convenience 
of obtaining permits from any of the offices operated by the 
DCA. Currently 6 other Warren County municipalities use 
their services. 
 
All expenses of the Department and permit fees collected will 
be the responsibility of the state. The current fee schedule is 
that adopted by the state, so there will be no change in the cost 
of permit fees due to this arrangement. 

Stay Up-to-Date on 
Township News 

 

In an effort to maintain com-
munication with the resi-
dents and supplement the 
t o w n s h i p ’ s  w e b s i t e 
(www.libertytownshipnj.org) 
with a way to distribute in-
formation quickly, we have 
initiated a township email 
list. To receive meeting no-
tices,  newsletters, general 
and emergency information, 
send an email request to Lib-
ertyNJNews@gmail .com 
For those on Facebook, be 
sure to “like” our page: 
“LibertyTownshipNJ” 

Meeting Schedule: 
 

Committee: 1st Thurs. 7 pm.               
Workshop:  4th  Thurs. 7 pm 
Land Use: 3rd Wed. 7:30 
Recreation: 2nd Tues., 6:30 pm 
Environmental:  3rd Thurs. 7 pm 
 
There are currently openings on  
Recreation and Environmental.  
Contact Municipal Clerk Diane  
Pflugfelder at 637-4579 if you are 
interested in serving. 

Lake Projects   (Continued from Page 1 ) 
 

Projects will be prioritized and completed as funds allow. The improvements are being paid for by the existing 
Open Space tax. No additional taxes will be incurred. 
 
The Lodge property remains a source of frustration for everyone. State regulations limit what the Township can 
do with the property and the manner in which we can make it available for sale. The Township Committee is 
committed to selling the property at fair price and will continue to pursue this project. 
 
For those residents not living in the immediate lake area, we encourage you to come enjoy what the area has to 
offer. It is a nice 2 ½ mile walk around the lake, with a clean free beach and access to the Jenny Jump State Park. 
                          


